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RESPONSE TO THE QUESTIONNAIRE OF THE SECOND MULTILATERAL EVALUATION ROUND OF THE MESECVI

(Suriname)

I. LEGISLATION

1. How has the Convention of Belém do Pará been incorporated in your country’s legislation?  Can it be applied directly or is a specific mechanism for incorporating it into the country’s law necessary?  In the latter case, has that mechanism been utilized? If not, why?

According to the Constitution (article 105 and 106) not all Conventions are directly applicable.

As the Convention of Belém do Pará is not self- executing it has to be incorporated into the legal system by transitional arrangements. This Convention has not been published in the Treaty paper of Suriname, but in spite of this, national legislation has been formulated in accordance with regulations of the Convention.  

The reason why this convention is not published yet is, because the Ministry of Foreign Affairs is in arrears with the publication of conventions in the Treaty paper of Suriname.

2. Are there any provisions in your national law that define violence against women, distinguishing it from intra-family, family, or domestic violence and that include as components:

a. Action, failure to act or conduct against women because of their condition as women? 

b. That results in death, injury, or suffering?

c. That said injury or suffering is physical, sexual, or psychological?

d. That the victims are women, girls, and female adolescents? 

e. That this takes place in both the public and the private sphere?

There are no explicit provisions in our national law that defines violence against women, however some forms of violence are covered by assault and battery which are included in the Penal Code (articles 360 till 366).

The Law on Combating Domestic Violence only defines domestic violence. This law is gender neutral. In accordance with this law victims of domestic violence can request for a restraining order. Article 1 under j, defines domestic violence as follows:

“every form of physical, sexual, psychological or financial violence that is committed by a person against a partner, a child, a parent, a family member or a needy person, regardless of the place were the violence is committed.”

If such a provision exists, kindly provide information about, the dates of its adoption and entry into force, and the text itself. 


If not, which measures have been taken to include such provisions in national law?
/
The Penal Code came into force in 1911 and was revised in 2009. 

The Law on Combating Domestic Violence was adopted in June 2009 and came into force in July 2009. 

3. Do your civil and criminal legislation and administrative procedures contain any provisions that prevent, punish and eradicate  the following forms of violence:

a. Physical violence?

b. Psychological violence?

c. Sexual violence? 

d. Patrimonial or economic violence?

e. Other types of violence? Please specify: …………….

The Law on Combating Domestic Violence protects against financial violence, physical violence, psychological violence and sexual violence. The provisions in this law can also be applied on provisions regarding sexual acts that are penalized in the Penal Code. 

This law offers the victim the possibility to request for a restraining order if the perpetrator has committed domestic violence or there is a reasonable presumption of domestic violence. A restraining order contains either prohibitions or injunctions. The request for a restraining order must be submitted at the cantonal judge. If the perpetrator violates the restraining order he/ she will be punished. 

In order to punish violence the Penal Code is applied for assault and battery, but domestic violence is not an offence in the Penal Code. 

The Penal Code contains provisions regarding physical and sexual violence such as: assault and battery, attempted murder, manslaughter, rape, etc.

If yes, kindly provide:

· The information about the dates of its adoption and entry into force, the text itself and the relevant legal articles defining rape.

Worth mentioning is, that Rape is defined in the Moral Law, which is included in the Penal Code. The Moral Law was revised in July 2009. With this revision rape within a marriage is now also a criminal offence, which was not the case earlier. The definition of rape is given in article 295 of the Revised Moral Law. 

Article 295 Moral Law: “The person who uses violence or any other act of violence, or intimidation or any other act of intimidation forces a person to under go acts consisting of or also consisting of sexual penetration of the body.

· Whether the perpetrators include individuals and government agents

According to the Penal Code any one can be a perpetrator and according to the Law on Combating Domestic Violence the perpetrator is a person with whom the victim shares or shared a relationship. 
· Whether there is any form of reparation for the victims.

At the bureau “Slachtofferhulp” (Aid to Victims), in Paramaribo and Nickerie, victims of domestic violence, sexual offence and criminal offence can get social and psychological counseling. Besides victims the foundation “Stop Geweld tegen Vrouwen” also counsels perpetrators. 

The Foundation “Stop Geweld tegen Vrouwen” (Stop Violence against Women) is involved in individual care, guidance, counseling of female victims and perpetrators of violence and also training.

The Foundation “Ilse Henar- Hewitt Juridische Bijstand voor Vrouwen (Ilse Henar Hewit Legal Aid Bureau for Women) offers professional legal advice to women, for a small fee and psychological counseling.

The STICRIS: Shelter for Women in Crisis Situations is the only temporary shelter for women in crisis situations, some with children. These women are mainly victims of domestic violence. However the accommodations are very limited. 

The government is preparing to set up a shelter for victims of domestic violence. 
4. Does the legislation contain provisions on the prevention and punishment of domestic and international trafficking in persons, especially women?  Are those provisions consistent with the Palermo Protocol and is trafficking in persons regulated differently from forced prostitution?

Article 15 of the Constitution prescribes that forced labor and slave trade are prohibited.

In 2006 provisions on the Prohibition of Trafficking in People came into force which punishes trafficking with in and outside the country borders. This act is a revision of the Penal Code and is consistent with the Palermo Protocol. This act is formulated generally.

Trafficking in persons is not regulated differently from forced prostitution.

The penalty for trafficking in minors under the age of 16 has been increased. The minimum penalty for Trafficking in Persons is 8 years, but there is a higher minimum penalty for trafficking in minors under the age of 16.

If such a provision exists, kindly provide information about the dates of adoption and entry into force, and the text itself.

The provisions on the Prohibition of Trafficking in Persons were adopted and affected in April 2006. In 2006 Suriname also ratified the Palermo Convention.

If not, which measures have been taken to include such provisions in national law?
/
5. Does the legislation contain provisions on the prevention and punishment of forced prostitution? 

Forced prostitution is punishable under the terms of trafficking in persons (article 307 paragraph 1 under a of the Penal Code (revision of the law in 2006: S.B. 2006 no 62).

Worth mentioning is, that the law (Penal Code) acknowledges youth prostitution. It can be stated that prostitution is punishable in cases where a person has sexual intercourse with someone aged 16, but not yet 18 years and that the intercourse is willingly.

Are these provisions consistent with the Rome Statute, which established the International Criminal Court, and do they address forced prostitution separately from trafficking in persons, especially women?

If such a provision exists, kindly provide information about the date of adoption and entry into force, and the text itself. 


If not, which measures have been taken to include such provisions in national law?
/

No information available.

6. Is sexual harassment punishable in the following spheres?

a. In the workplace?

No information available.

b. In health?

No information available.

c. In education?

No information available
d. Anywhere else? Please specify: 
No information available.
For the time being there are no specific regulations regarding sexual harassment. Such an act can be penalized under article 295 of the Penal Code. At present a Draft Law on the Prevention of Sexual Harassment in the Workplace is being formulated. 

If such a provision exists, kindly provide information about dates of adoption and entry into force, and the text itself, including the type of sanctions. 


If not, which measures have been taken to include it in national law?
/
7. Has sexual violence within marriage and common-law unions been defined as a specific crime? Please indicate whether:

a. Rape within marriage and common-law unions has been criminalized.

b. Other forms of sexual violence within marriage and common-law unions have been criminalized.

If such a provision exists, kindly provide information about the dates of adoption and entry into force, and the text itself. If not, which measures have been taken to include this crime in national law?
/
Rape and other sexual abuse within a marriage and common- law union are included and penalized in the Penal Code (article 295).  

8. Is there a provision in your legislation that explicitly bans the use of conciliation, mediation, or any other method that seeks an extrajudicial settlement to violence against women, girls, and female adolescents?  

If such a provision exists, kindly provide information about dates of adoption and entry into force, and the text itself. If not, indicate whether substantive or procedural law or jurisprudence provides for any of these methods and which steps have been taken for their repeal.
/
There are no provisions in our legislation that explicitly bans the use of conciliation, mediation, or any other method for extrajudicial settlements to violence against women, girls, and female adolescents. 

In our country settlements to violence against women, girls, and female adolescents takes place by judicial decision.

In practice the police, lawyers, psychologists and spiritual leaders are asked to mediate in a dispute regarding violence.

9. Are there any provisions that criminalize femicide?
/ In case not, are the elements of femicide considered as aggravating circumstances of homicide? If such a provision exists, kindly provide information about the dates of adoption and entry into force, and the text itself. If not, which measures have been taken to include this in national law?
/
The Penal Code consists of general provisions and penalizes acts of violence such as: battery and assault, and battery and assault leading to death. These provisions are also applicable on the above mentioned acts (article 110, and articles 360 till 364).

10. Are there provisions in your national legislation that criminalize violence against women perpetrated by the State?  In this regard, are there provisions in your legislation that:

a. Punish sexual violence in armed conflicts?
/
b. Punish violence such as torture, war crimes, and crimes against humanity?
/
c. Punish violence against women committed in hospitals, educational establishments, prisons and other State institutions?

If such a provision exists, kindly provide information about the dates of adoption and entry into force, and the text itself. 


If not, which measures have been taken to include these crimes in national law?

All these criminal acts can be penalized under the Penal Code (Moral Law). 

Regarding the acts under a and b it is worth mentioning that we do not have experienced them. 

The acts under c can, depending on the committed act, be charged as assault and battery or sexual offences.

11. Are there any provisions to protect sexual and reproductive rights of women? 

a)
Are there provisions that criminalize obstetric violence?
/

Obstetric violence is not a separate offence in our criminal system. This category of violence is penalized as assault (article 360 -363 Penal Code)

b)
Punish public functionaries who prevent women, girls, and female adolescents from taking proper care of their sexual and reproductive health?
/

No information available. 

c)
Are there any provisions decriminalizing abortion as a result of rape?
Abortion is not legalized.  According to the Penal code any action leading to abortion and abortion itself is penalized. There are no exceptions in the law. Any form of abortion is penalized.

d)
Are there any provisions decriminalizing therapeutic abortion?

Therapeutic abortion is not recognized in Suriname


e)
Are there any provisions to punish forced sterilization?

There is no law that criminalizes sterilization. Sterilization in Suriname is allowed, but it cannot take place against the will of the women. In case a medical specialist intents to conduct a sterilization procedure, he/she is obliged to inform the patient properly of the risks of the procedure. If the specialist does not provide information or gives insufficient information and there is damage, the woman concerned can submit a complaint against the specialist with the Medical Tribunal, or institute a civil process in court, or institute a penal process on grounds of abuse.

f) Are there any provisions to punish artificial insemination without consent?

Artificial insemination is not included in our law system. The technical preparations are in an early stage.

g)  Are there any provisions that guarantee the free access of women to emergency contraceptives? 

There are institutes were women can get free contraceptives (pill and women’s condom). On of these institutes is: Stichting Lobi (Foundation Lobi).

h)
Are there any provisions that guarantee emergency prophylactic care and treatment of HIV and other sexually transmitted diseases especially in cases of sexual violence?

Up till now, there are no provisions that guarantee emergency prophylactic care and treatment of HIV especially in cases of sexual violence, because HIV is not included in our Infectious Diseases Law and in our Sexual Transmitted Diseases Law. Only for STD’s there are provisions, but there are policies regarding prophylactic care and treatment, and according to this they are treated. These provisions are not based on the Surinamese Law. We are treaty bounded, so the provisions of the treaty are applicable in this situation. 

i)
How do you guarantee the exercise of these rights?

One way to guarantee the exercise of these rights is through awareness campaigns.

If such a provision exists, kindly provide information about the dates of adoption and entry into force, and the text itself. 

If not, which measures have been taken to include these provisions in national law?

12.
Are there national awareness campaigns to disseminate information on women’s rights, specifically the Convention of Belem do Para?

In 2008 and 2009 the Ministry of Justice and Police organized awareness campaigns.

By order of the Ministry of Justice and Police the Foundation “Ilse Henar- Hewitt Juridische Bijstand voor Vrouwen” (NGO) made awareness programs regarding domestic violence. This program was cast on regional- and national television and radio stations. The main message was to alert the community about domestic violence and how to deal with it and where to go for help.

The Bureau for Women and Child Policy (Ministry of Justice and Police) made an information folder regarding domestic violence and distributed it to relevant organizations.

A folder containing information and guidelines about sexual crimes for teachers of the primary and secondary schools is distributed to 24 primary schools. It is a pilot project with a duration of one year started on November 2009. The purpose of this project is to make teachers able to identify sexual abuse, to give tools to teachers how to discuss this subject with the students, and to give an overview of available services in case of further referral.

Various groups (police force, the judiciary, religious leaders) have been trained in several aspects of domestic violence by Stichting Stop Geweld tegen Vrouwen (SSGTV) (Foundation Stop Violence against Women), the Women’s Rights Centre (WRC) and the Government.
Information and education sessions were/ are held by the SSGTV for students, social workers and teachers. The aim of these sessions is to increase the awareness of domestic violence and to promote healthy partner relations especially among youngsters.

The WRC publishes each month an article “Gender Optiek” in the newspaper. This article emphasizes gender and gender related issues.

Apart from the counseling and the coaching of female and male victims of domestic violence and the coaching of self- help groups of women, the SSGTV also started with a self-help group for male victims in 2009.Through the self – help groups victims can empower each other.

Within the scope of the Sixteen Days of Activism against Gender Violence (November 2009) the Ministry of Home Affairs wrote an article about the steps that are taken at the national and international level to combat violence against women.  

II.
NATIONAL PLANS

13.
Is there a national Plan/Action/Strategy for the prevention, punishment, and eradication of violence against women?  Does it address all forms of violence against women?  Are evaluations conducted regarding its implementation and any problems in that regard?

1. Within the Ministry of Justice and Police there is a Sectorplan “Legal Protection and Security 2006-2010”. This policy aims among other things to establish a good cooperation with several stakeholders in order to approach domestic violence adequately.

2. The Ministry of Home Affairs has an Integral Gender Action Plan 2006 – 2010. One of the themes is Domestic & Sexual violence. The actions regarding this theme are similar as in the “Sector Legal Protection and Security policy plan 2006-2010”. The Ministry of Home Affairs is monitoring these activities through the Gender Management System.

The following activities were executed from the “Sectorplan “Legal Protection and Security 2006-2010”: 

- The Ministry of Justice & Police is prepairing to set up a shelter for women victims of domestic violence. In this regard workshops were held in collaboration with the Stichting Stop Geweld tegen Vrouwen (Foundation Stop Violence against Women) in November 2009 and February 2010 to exchange ideas and to make recommendations. Representatives of the government, NGO and Parliament were present.

- In March 2010 a platform consisting of government and non government organizations to combat violence against women has been formalized. One of the responsibilities of the platform is to develop policy on combating domestic violence.

- In May 2008 a cooperation agreement was signed by 6 ministries to combat domestic violence. Also a steering committee comprising of representatives of these 6 ministries was installed.
If such a program exists: 

a) When was it established?  
The Sector Legal Protection and Security was established in 2006
b) What period does it cover? 
It covers the period 2006-2010
c) How it is executed and evaluated?

There were constraints during the execution of the Sector Legal Protection and Security 2006-2010 policy plan :
· long preparation and approval hours for the policy plan;

· capacity problems during the preparation and execution;

· bureaucratic organization and work culture;

· resistance during the execution of the policy plan.

For an effective and integral execution the Ministry of Justice and Police has the following strategy:

· strenghtening of all organs and structures of the Ministry in quantative, qualitive, organizational, material and logistic aspect;

· a thematic approach of the policy measures in the sector;

· improvement, strengthening and use of the international collaboration to guarantee of the international maintenance of law and order in Suriname;

· a stable approach of the maintence of law system to the justiciable and victims of crimes. 

The Ministry carries out an outcome measurement to evaluate the policy plan:

· the first outcome measurement was conducted by the University of Suriname

· international reports and polls;

· messages through the media and response from the community. 

In 2006 the Ministry of Home Affairs has committed itself to a liberated women’s policy in compliance with Surinamese characteristics. Gender related issues and topics are “crosscutting” in the policy plan of the government. All ministries have a responsibility for their own gender policy, but the Ministry of Home Affairs overall coordinates the gender policy and monitors the commitment of Suriname with regard to the gender policy.

The Ministry of Home Affairs together with state and non-state (NGO’s) actors formulated the Integral Gender Action Plan 2006-2010.  The plan is based on MDG’s, the Beijing Platform for Action, goals of the ICPD and goals of our national policy as stated in the government policy statement. There are 9 themes in the such as:

· Capacity Building

· Poverty

· Economy and employment market

· Humanrights 

· Domestic and sexual violence

· Education 

· Health

· Media.

There were also awareness programmes regarding domestic violence.

d) How is it disseminated and promoted?

The policy plan is promoted through media, workshops and seminars with stakeholders. 
f) Has there been a multisectoral approach in which  government institutions and civil society participate in drawing up the plans? 



Are there any penalties for failing to comply with national plans?

The penalty for failing to comply with national plans is that the Ministry of Finance makes less funds available for the execution of the following national plan.


If not, which measures have been taken to establish one?
/


No measures have been taken to establish one.

14.
Is the topic of violence against women addressed in the following national plans/plans of action/strategies on:


a)
Education 

The Ministry of Education has not yet developed a curriculum for the pedagogic syllabus. Through the Basic Life Skills Project domestic violence is being incorporated in the teaching programme. Domestic violence is a priority, but they haven’t developed any methods to incorporate this theme in the teaching programmes. At junior high schools the Ministry has given the advise to incorporate domestic violence in the programme. The Foundation Stop Violence against Women has trained teachers to recognize domestic violence and deal with it at schools. (SITAN)

b)
Employment and income

c) 
Poverty eradication?

d) 
Gender equity and equality? 

e)
Health? 
No. The topic of violence is not addressed in the national plan of health. 

f) 
HIV / AIDS? 
No. The topic of violence is not addressed in the national plan of HIV

g)
Public security/crime prevention?
h)
Other? Please specify: …

In the event it is addressed, kindly describe how violence against women is addressed in those plans/plans of actions/strategies.  If not, which measures have been taken to implement it?
/

In the Integral Gender Action Plan 2006-2010 of the Ministry of Home Affairs, the government has to prevent and protect against genderbased violence, by providing aide and counseling to victims and perpetrators and enactment.

15. Are there plans to offer training (not isolated or sporadic training sessions) to the following on the topic of violence against women, women’s rights, in the framework of the Convention of Belem do Para:
a) Lawmakers? 
b) Justice system personnel (judges, prosecutors, paralegals, special family violence units in the police force and other public functionaries)?

c) Health system personnel? 
d) Educators?
e) Military and police forces?
f) Women’s social and community-based organizations 

g) Specialized units to deal with violence?

h) Others?  Please specify…
If such training exists, describe their characteristics and the topics considered, and indicate how frequently they are held.  If not, which measures have been taken to include them?
/
In the coming period the Women’s Rights Centre will train judges, lawyers, policemen and social workers in various aspects of domestic violence.

The Women’s Rights Centre will further lobby to incorporate “domestic violence” in the curricula of the police force and the judges.

In 2010 and the following years The Stichting Stop Geweld tegen Vrouwen (Foundation Stop Violence against Women) will establish more self-help groups for male and female victims of domestic violence on the basis of experience with the present self-help groups. The members of these self-help groups will assist the foundation in her information and training sessions.

This foundation offers 4- or 5-day training sessions in various aspects of domestic violence to occupational groups/ social workers who have contact with victims of this type of violence. The foundation does this so that these groups can recognize and discuss signals of domestic violence and refer victims to specific professionals who can offer them assistance. These training sessions result in networks for prevention/ combat of domestic violence, consisting of the trainees who become contact persons in their district. These networks are also trained and guided further.

The government will also train various groups (police, religious leaders).

16. Does the State promote the participation of civil society in:
a) 
Design of the Plan/Action/Strategy?

The Platform of NGO’s will design a plan if action together with the Ministry of Justice and Police. The integral Gender Actionplan 2006-2010 was established in collaboration with NGO’s and the business community.


b) 
Monitoring and Evaluation of the Plan/Action/Strategy?

Monitoring and evaluation of the Integral Gender Action Plan is done by the monitoring group. The monitoring group consists of representatives of the Ministries of Justice and Police, Health, Planning, Home Affairs, Labour, and 2 representatives of NGO’s   

c) 
Execution of conjoint projects or collaboration in activities? Please specify     

1. 
In collaboration with an NGO, the Ministry of Justice and Police organized an awareness campaign regarding domestic violence in the official language and two other languages, which are spoken in Suriname. There were also television ads. Also seminars and lectures were organized.
2.
A training for priests to recognize domestic violence was organized by the Ministry of Home Affairs in collaboration with Women’s Rights Centre (NGO).

3. 
Social workers of the Ministry of Social Affairs and Housing were also trained in domestic violence in collaboration with the Foundation Stop Violence against Women.

4. 
The Ministry of Justice and Police in collaboration with Foundation Stop Violence against Women and UNFPA organized a workshop regarding shelter for victims of domestic violence and their children in November 2009 and February 2010.

5. 
In January 2010, the Ministry of Home Affairs in collaboration with  the Ilse Henar Foundation organized a workshop about legislation regarding sexual harassment at the workplace.

6. 
In 2009 the Ministry of Justice and Police hás set up a partnernetwork to combat domestic violence . 7 NGO’s are  part of the network.

d) Others? Please specify.

17. Are there cooperation agreements with the media and publicity agencies to promote women rights and disseminate the contents of the Convention of Belem do Para?

The media is also part of the partnernetwork and there are awareness campaigns regarding domestic violence and women’s rights.
III.
ACCESS TO JUSTICE

18.
Has there been an increase in the number of entities in charge of receiving complaints of violence against women?  If so, identify the type of institution, on which date it occurred, how many were added and where they are located?  If not, indicate why that number did not increase and the measures taken in that regard.
 

Since November 1997 special rooms are cleared for victims of domestic violence in all renovated and new police stations (so called victim rooms).

19.
¿Are there any administrative provision or others that ease access to justice for women and guarantee due process, such as:
a)
Specialized officers? 

Police officers are trained in recognizing domestic violence and as assistant counselor. They are trained by Women’s Rights Centre and Foundation Stop Violence against Women(2 NG0’s) 


b)
Private spaces? 

During years a policy regarding domestic violence has been developed. There is a special room for victims in all renovated and new policestations. In this room victims can tell their story in private. Depending the seriousness of the case victims are referred to several organizations. If it is an offense prosecuted only in case of complaint, the victim has 30 days to drop the case. But the case will be prosecuted in case the victim was seriously injured. In all other cases the background of dropping the case is studied.


c)
Free legal services? 

-  The Bureau Legal Aid of the Ministry of Justice and Police provides free legal services.

-  The Bureau Victim Aid Paramaribo and Bureau Victim Aid Nickerie are both part of the Ministry of Justice and Police and provide free legal services.

Office of legal aid of the Ministry of Justice provides free legal services. The Bureaus for Victim’s Aide of the Ministry of Justice provide free legal services.

d)    Interpreters in indigenous languages- 

The Court of Criminal Justice collaborates with an translating agency, that has interpreters in all languages, even indigenous languages. If the victim can’t understand the official language, the translation agency is being contacted.


e)
Guidelines on confidentiality and data protection of the victim, her family and/or witnesses?
In the Code of Criminal Procedure , article 206a lid b states:
De rechter-commissaris beveelt hetzij ambtshalve, hetzij op vordering van vervolgingsambtenaar  of op het verzoek van de verdachte of diens raadsman of van de getuige, dat ter gelegenheid van het verhoor van die getuige diens identiteit verborgen wordt gehouden indien:

Lid b:  de getuige te kennen heeft gegeven wegens deze bedreiging geen verklaring te willen afleggen;in het andere geval wijst hij de vordering van het verzoek af.


Freely translated:

If the victim has to make statement and he feels that his life is in danger or ther will be a disruption of his family life, the judge can grant him the status of “threatened victim”. If the victim says that he can’t make a statement, the judge will overrule the demand
Korps Politie Suriname has given instructions to their personnel regarding the treatment of victims of domestic violence. It is an official instruction dated January 06, 2006. Not obeying this official instruction means neglect of duty.

f)  Others? Please specify

There is collaboration between the police and several ngo’s. Depending on the case, victims of domestic violence are being referred to the Stichting Stop Geweld tegen vrouwen (Foundation Stop Violence against women) and Stichting Voor het Kind (Foundation for the Child) for psychological assistance. 

The Ilse‐Henar Hewitt Foundation has a mobile office that is active in the districts to provide information. They also provide legal assistance for clients.

Please also explain what measures are taken so that rural, indigenous and afro-descendent women can access to justice.  

In the interior there are no organizations who deal with domestic violence. There are not enough police stations in the interior. If the victim has suffered serious injuries, the suspect is being sent to the police in the city to be prosecuted.

20. Which of the following mechanisms are in place for ensuring the effectiveness of measures to protect women, their relatives, and/or witnesses in cases of violence?

a) Funds for transportation?


There are no funds for transportation

b) Mechanisms for rescuing women?  

There are no mechanisms for rescuing women

c) Change of identity?  

There is no mechanism for change of identity
d) Witness protection?  

Article 206b of the Code of Criminal Procedure provides in witness protection
e) Clearance for leaving the country? 

There is no clearance for leaving the country
f) Secure networks for reference? 


The court which is a division of the Ministry of Justice and Police refers clients to the Bureau For Victim’s Aide , so they can get counseling. 

g) Others? Please specify

21. Are there assessments and studies on how much time it actually takes to provide protection orders after a complaint is reported? Are there statistics on how many and what type of protection orders were granted last year to women victims of violence as compared to the total number of protection orders requested?
/
The Law on Combating Domestic Violence was approved in 2009 by the Parliament.  According to this law, the victim can apply for a protection order.  The protection orders can not be granted yet, because the Ministry of Justice and Police is still preparing the application forms for the protection order. Therefore there are no protection orders granted by the judge.

22.
Are there any protocols of care for women, girls, and female adolescents who are victims of violence, in the official language and in indigenous languages, for use by


a) 
The police and the staff of entities that receive complaints? 



Yes, there is a referral system.


b) 
Prosecutors’ offices?  



There is a protocol at the prosecutors office


c) 
Health system personnel? 



yes

d) Others? Please specify  
If such a protocol exists, kindly attach a copy.  If not, or if only an official language version exists, explain the measures taken to draft one and/or translate it.
/
The Code for Criminal Procedure, such as the domestic violence law and the changes in the Moral Code especially rape and other sexual offenses), are the preliminary instructions that indicate how to handle in the case of violence against men and women.

A social map ‘Victim support’ is available at the units Domestic Violence of the Police department, NGO’s and other government institutions, Bureau woman and child policy and other organizations for victims of domestic violence. Information about domestic violence is only available in Dutch, the official national language of Suriname.

A protocol for action is being prepared by the Ministry of Justice and Police. The purpose is to gear all assistance services to one another .policy development, Government and non-government organizations would take part in this protocol of action.

This action protocol defines the responsibilities and competences per organization or government office. Responsibilities in the area of aid to the victims and perpetrators are briefly addressed.

23.
Do judges and prosecutors use the Convention of Belém do Pará and international human rights treaties in their judgments and rulings?  Has a study or an assessment been made of the use of these instruments in the work of judges and prosecutors? If such a study exists, please outline its main conclusions and/or the relevant judgments. 
The judges use human rights treaties in their rulings, but not the Belem do Para convention. It depends on the penalty.

24. Are there studies or assessments on judges and prosecutors about: 

a) the influence of stereotypes, prejudices, myths and customs in the prosecution of cases of violence against women; and how these affect the trial and/or the sentencing? 

Judges take customs in consideration and incorporate it in the penalty.

Studies or assessments on judges and prosecutors have not been made regarding the influence of stereotypes etc and how this affects the trials etc.  

b)
If judges and other judiciary officers take into account or use negatively the personal history of the victim or her previous sexual experience in delivering the sentence? There is an exemption for the judge if he personally knows the victim. If such a study exists, please outline its main conclusions and/or the relevant judgments.

There is no study conducted in this regard. 

IV.
SPECIALIZED SERVICES

25.
Has the number of government (not civil society) shelters and integrated support centers for women victims of violence and their children increased over the past four years?  If so, please indicate how many have been added and where they are located.  If not, what measures have been taken to increase their number and when are the new shelters and support centers expected to begin to operate?
/
There are no government shelters. 

The Ministry of Justice and Police is in the process of setting up a shelter for female victims and their childeren. The Ministry organized in this regard a workshop with all stakeholders.

26.
Over the past four years has the coverage of free specialized services provided by the government (not civil society) expanded and/or been enhanced, for example:


a)
Free pre-trial legal counsel? 

Free pre-trial counseling and counseling during trials is provided the Bureau of Legal Aid from the Ministry of Justice and Police and offered to those who can’t afford a regular attorney. 


b)
Free legal counsel during trials? 

The Bureau of Legal Aid also offers free legal counsel to clients 


c)
Free 24-hour national telephone hotlines? 

The police are 24 hours available to help victims. They have a 24 hour hotline 

d) Health care programs, including Sexual health programs and services for legal interruption of pregnancy? 

Until now interruption of pregnancy is not legalized, by law article 309 of the Moral Code


e)
Psychological counseling, therapy, support and self-help groups? 

The Bureaus for Victims Aid, which opened in 2007 and 2008, offers counseling to victims and often refers clients to other organizations such as NGO’s or the police.

In the framework of approval date and to put Law on Combating Domestic Violence in action, in June 2009 the foundation collaborated with the Bureau Mother and Child Policy from the Ministry of Justice to offer counseling for the perpetrator from a broader perspective. The Ministry of Justice and Police will subsidize the foundation in the matter.

e) Other? Please specify …………………………….
If they have increased and/or enhanced, please explain how.  If not, explain why and the measures taken to ensure such an increase and/or enhance.
/

The Bureau of Victims Aid was established in 2008, as a project in the policyplan “Legal Protection and Security 2006-2010” of the Ministry of Justice and Police. The policy is aimed toward an absolute improved human rights situation in Suriname and to provide protection for all victims in the whole society. Especially victims of violent- rape- suicide case and domestic violence. The Bureau offers free counseling to all clients. The Bureau for Victim’s Aide in the district of Nickerie was established in November 2007. 

The Ministry of Justice and Police organized awareness campaigns regarding domestic violence, sexual abuse, and the services the Bureau of Victims Aide provides.

27. Are there information campaigns for the promotion of these services among women? 

The Ministry of Justice and Police in collaboration with an NGO has organized awareness campaigns and lectures about domestic violence. 
28. Have existing services mentioned in questions 25 and 26, as well as client satisfaction been evaluated?  If so, describe the results of those evaluations and the measures taken by the State to comply with the recommendations and improve services.  If not, describe the measures being taken to conduct an evaluation this year.

There is no client satisfaction evaluation, but the Ministry of Justice and Police evaluates the policy. The number of appeals is being monitored. If the client is not satisfied he applies for appeal.
V.
BUDGET
/
29.
In the past four years, what percentage of the national budget has been allocated to programs to combat violence against women (not only family or domestic violence)? Please specify if the source of such allocations are public funds, private funding or international cooperation. 

30.
In the past four years, what percentage of the annual national budget has been allocated to:

a)
Women’s police stations, prosecutors or other entities that receive complaints?

b)
Training of functionaries?

c)
Specialized services: women’s shelters, free help hotlines, free legal advisory services, free legal counsel, and free psychological counseling? 

d)
Campaigns to prevent violence against women?

e)
Health services for women affected by violence nationwide?

f)
Other? Please specify
The national budget of Suriname is composed of activities for all ministries. Each year each ministry has to submit a budget for the activities that are planned for that year. The amount reserved for an activity is not expressed in a percentage of the annual national budget. 

The Ministry of Justice and Police has appropriations on their budget for anti- violence measures in general, because they are the responsible authority regarding violence. 

Note: the government in Suriname is elected for a period of 5 years and during this period each ministry has with an annual budget. 

VI.
INFORMATION AND STATISTICS

31. In the past four years, has the State conducted studies and research on violence against women and/or implementation of the Convention of Belém do Pará in your country?  If so, present the main conclusions of those studies and indicate whether any type of follow-up has taken place at the national level. If not, which measures have been taken to conduct them?

32. In the past four years, which activities have taken place to promote and support research on violence against women, in coordination with civil society organizations and with academic institutions in your country?
/
33.
In the past four years, have surveys been periodically conducted on: 

a)
Violence against women? 

b)
Women’s understanding of their rights? 

c)
Women’s familiarity with the public services available, in the event that they are victims of violence?

d)
Other? Please specify

If such surveys have been conducted, indicate whether the survey interviewers were given prior training on the topic and the methodology used, and report on the survey results. If not, report on measures taken to conduct such a survey.
/
The Suriname 2006 MICS is a nationally representative survey of households, women aged 15-49 and children, based on the results obtained from 5746 responding households out of a total of 6536 sampled households. The main objectives of the survey are: (a) to provide up-to date information for assessing the mid-decade situation of women and children in Suriname, (b) to provide high quality data needed for monitoring progress towards goals established by the Millennium Summit of 2000, the World Summit for Children in 2002, and other internationally agreed upon goals, as a basis for further action and (c) to contribute to the improvement of data and monitoring systems in Suriname and to strengthen technical expertise in design, implementation and analyses of such systems.

Fieldwork for the MICS took place between April and October 2006. The results were presented in October 2008. Fieldwork in the interior was disrupted by heavy rains followed by severe flooding in May 2006, displacing over 20,000 people in the interior Suriname. When interpreting the data of this MICS, one should keep in mind possible unforeseen effects of the flooding and its aftermath on survey results for the rural interior areas.

The results of this MICS often reveal striking differences between the Rural Interior region (mainly populated by maroons and indigenous people), and the Urban and Rural Coastal Region. On most if not all of the indicators the Urban Region yields the most favorable scores.

Under authorization of the Ministry of Social Affairs & Housing and UNICEF Suriname the General Bureau for Statistics conducted the MICS.

Outcome regarding domestic violence: In Suriname, 13.2 % of the women aged 15-49 years believe a husband is justified in beating his wife / partner for any of the reasons mentioned in the MICS Study. Neglect of children was the most common reason why women believed a husband is justified in beating his wife / partner (10.6 %). Differentials by mother tongue group were distinct: the percentage of women aged 15-49 years who believed a husband is justified in beating his wife / partners were 24.4 percent (Marroon languages), 19.4 percent (Indigenous languages) and 18.6 percent (Sarnami Hindi). The government of Suriname (Ministry of Social Affaire) is now preparing the 4th MICS.
34.
Have publicly accessible records been kept of the number and characteristics of reports or cases of violence against women (not only family, intra-family, or domestic violence) by:

a)
The police and other entities that receive complaints? yes

b)
The courts and prosecutors’ offices?

c)
Health care services? Yes general doctors and ER

d)
Other? Please specify  
NGO’ such as Foundation Stop Violence against Women

In order to develop their policy further the foundation Stop Violence against Women keeps records of the amount of victims (and/ or perpetrators) who approach the organization for advice, help and counseling.
If these records are kept, report on the number of complaints received each year and on any other data collected on the victim, disaggregated by age, geographical location, ethnicity, marital status, educational level, occupation and relationship to the aggressor.  If not, report on the measures taken to establish these records.
/

Number of reported criminal offences regarding domestic violence against women from 2006-2009

	Quarters
	Years

	
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2009

	1st quarter
	320
	296
	340
	398

	2nd quarter
	300
	342
	388
	396

	3rd quarter
	349
	394
	264
	364

	4th quarter
	313
	341
	315
	370

	Total
	1282
	1373
	1307
	1528


            The Police Corps

Number of reported criminal offences regarding domestic violence against women by age in 2009

	Quarters
	Age

	
	00-10 
	11-20 
	21-30 
	31-40 
	41-50 
	51-60
	61 & older
	Unknown
	Total

	1st quarter
	12
	54
	141
	77
	59
	32
	19
	4
	398

	2nd quarter
	9
	38
	161
	92
	59
	18
	11
	8
	396

	3rd quarter
	4
	59
	136
	75
	59
	12
	15
	4
	364

	4th quarter
	16
	64
	132
	89
	33
	23
	8
	5
	370

	Total
	41
	215
	570
	333
	210
	85
	53
	21
	1528




The Police Corps

35.
Is any information from the past four years available on:

a)
The number of women victims of violence each year by age, marital status, type of violence, and geographic location?

b)
The number of cases of violence against women that were prosecuted as compared to the total number of complaints of violence against women?

c)
The number of convictions for violence against women as compared to the total number of complaints?

d)
The number of women victims of femicide
/ each year by age, marital status, and geographical location?

e)
The number of convictions for femicide as compared to the total number of cases recorded?

f)
Other? Please specify …… 
The Police Corps (see question above)
If such information is available, kindly provide figures. If not, explain the measures taken to obtain such figures in the future.
/
36.
Is there any mechanism or body for coordination between the institutions for women/gender and the public entities that draw up and compile national statistics, to improve the compilation of data on violence against women?  If such a mechanism or body exists, please explain which one, its purpose and functions.
/
�.	Based on the recommendation #4 (Rec.4) of the Hemispheric Report and indicator 1.1.a. of the Indicators for Follow-Up to the Committee of Experts’ (CEVI) Recommendations.


�.	Indicator 1.1.b.


�.	Rec. 13 and indicator 1.1.c.


�.	Rec. 13.


�.	Rec. 12 and indicator 1.1.d.


�.	Rec. 10 and indicator 1.1.e.


�.	Rec. 14 and indicator 1.1.g.


�.	According to the CEVI Declaration on Femicide (MESECVI/CEVI/DEC. 1/08) of August 15, 2008, femicide is “the violent death of women based on gender, whether it occurs within the family, a domestic partnership, or any other interpersonal relationship; in the community, by any person, or when it is perpetrated or tolerated by the state or its agents, by action or omission.”


�.	Rec. 37 and indicator ….


�.	Rec. 33.


�.	From Rec. 33.


�.	Article 15 of Venezuela’s Organic Law Related to the Right of Women to a Life Free of Violence defines obstetric violence as the “taking over of women’s bodies and reproductive processes by health professionals, as evidenced by dehumanized treatment, over-medication and the pathologization of natural processes, resulting in women’s loss of autonomy and of their ability to decide over their own bodies, and negatively affecting their quality of life.”


�.	A question is proposed on violence by the state and subparagraphs c, d, and e, taking into account their inclusion in Table No. 4 of the Hemispheric Report.


�.	Recs. 18 and 19 and the indicators from section 1.3.


�.	Item taken from the United Nations questionnaire on implementing the coordinated database on violence against women, October 2006. The Secretariat proposed as a complement to question 13 on national plans.  Proposal was modified by the CEVI in its V Meeting.


�.	Recs. 24 and 31 and indicator 2.5.2.  A reference is made in this question to the military and police forces, which were not included in the questionnaire for the First Multilateral Evaluation Round.


�.	Rec. 29 and indicators 2.1.b and 2.4.


�.	Rec. 34 and indicators 1.1.f and 1.2.1 (quantitative).


�.	Rec. 28 and indicator 2.3.2.


�.	Rec. 32.


�.	Rec. 32 and the indicators from section 2.2. Services based on the questions from the questionnaire of the First Multilateral Evaluation Round.


�.	Rec. 32.


�.	Section taken from item 4 of the document on indicators and from Andrew Morrison’s recommendations on the Information and Statistics section of the Hemispheric Report, Recs. 39 and 40.


�.	Recommendation 51; also recommended by Andrew Morrison.


�.	Suggested by Andrew Morrison.


�.	Qualitative indicators from section 3.


28.	According to the CEVI Declaration on Femicide (MESECVI/CEVI/DEC. 1/08) of August 15, 2008, femicide is “the violent death of women based on gender, whether it occurs within the family, a domestic partnership, or any other interpersonal relationship; in the community, by any person, or when it is perpetrated or tolerated by the state or its agents, by action or omission.”


�.	Qualitative indicators from section 3.


�.	Rec. 46, also suggested by Andrew Morrison.





