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INTRODUCTION

The Government of Jamaica ratified the Convention of Belém do Pará just over a year ago in 2005. The recent ratification of the Convention may have, to some extent, impeded Jamacia’s ability to report adequately at this juncture on implementation of the Convention.

In spite of the recent ratification of the Convention, there is evidence to suggest that the country had been making efforts to prevent, punish and eradicate violence against women. It is therefore commendable that much seems to have been done in putting the requisite legislation in place in support of the aims of the Convention.

While it is apparent that the actions referred to in the report were not driven by the existence of the Convention but were part of the Government’s plan prior to the ratification of the Convention; they serve as adequate responses to the Convention of the Belém do Pará.

STRUCTURE

The Initial report did not comply with the proposed structure for presentation. It merely outlined a series of actions taken by the Government to curtail violence against women. Thus non- compliance with the proposed structure made it difficult to review the report under the suggested headings. Nevertheless, the follow up report by the Competent National Authority of Jamaica, which acknowledges the non-compliance to the structure, commits itself to endeavour to comply to the prescribed structure in the future.

In responding to the five questions raised at the end of the comments on the previous report the Competent National Authority many of the issues emerged. That report now provides a better understanding of the progress made on reducing violence against women and some of the obstacles encountered.

There is still an absence of specific recommendations for the implementation of the Convention and this can stymie future evaluation of the implementation of the Convention by this State.

It may be important to define a set of guidelines for government to follow in implementing the Convention.  These guidelines may serve as a benchmark for evaluation.

PROGRESS

The Report indicates that emphasis is placed on legislation. A relatively high level of work has been done in putting legislation in place to deal with issues relating to violence against women. There is however no specific mention of the progress made on enshrining the articles of the Convention into domestic law. 

The Report highlighted a number of new initiatives. Among these were the move towards a National Action Plan on (a) Violence against Women and Children and (b) Gender Based Violence. The enactment of sexual harassment legislation must be highly commended.  While the initial report provided no details on other victim support, legal aid or shelters that are available in the country, the ANC report on page 2 details the measures that are in place to prevent violence against women. .

Missing from both Reports is any indication that efforts have been made by the Government for sensitizing the public on the existence of the document. The whole population, especially women, need to be aware of the provisions of the Convention. In this regard, advocacy and public awareness must be an integral part of the work around the Convention and children of both sexes should not be overlooked.

OBSTACLES

The ANC report in response to the question, “What are the existing obstacles, if any, to enforcing the laws?” detailed some obstacles that the State faces. These obstacles were however not specific to the implementation of the Belém do Pará but serves as an indication of the challenges faced by the State in enforcing laws generally. 

Specific recommendations have to be made for curtailing the difficulties encountered and the requisite suggestions for improvement must be defined.

It is imperative to note however, that many Caribbean countries have been lamenting the limited budgetary allocations, lack of adequate human resource and the absence of systematic and coordinated collection of data on violence against women. It would be interesting to know the extent to which these factors may hinder the implementation of the Convention in Jamaica.

Considering that Jamaica has recently ratified the Convention it would be essential for the expert to identify precise follow up actions that need to be taken to ensure its implementation in that country.

RECOMMENDATIONS

The Report was silent on any recommendations based on the Convention’s provisions as well as any specific recommendations resulting from country specific realities.

QUESTIONS
1. What measures, if any, are in place to prevent violence against women and to punish offenders?
2. Is there any institution/mechanism that attempts the rehabilitation of offenders? 
3. Is there a systematic and coordinated approach to data collection on violence against women? Is the data deposited in a central location?
If not, can data reflecting on violence against women be made available to augment the report?

4. What provisions/systems, if any, are in place to compensate women who have been subjected to violence?

5. What are the existing obstacles, if any, to enforcing the laws mentioned in the report?

COMMENT
6. Commend the framers of the Constitution for having included non-discriminatory provisions in the Constitution of Jamaica.

7. The above questions were adequately answered by the ANC and the answers provided greater insight into the Jamaica situation.
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